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Brief history of Tassan Rovers GAA team 1937 to 1941 

Ireland was emerging from the great economic depression of the 1930’s and the civil war 
which had  divided families and communities in many parts of the country. Times were 
tough for small farm enterprises with young family members emigrating to try and find work 
abroad to support themselves and their families at home in Ireland. It was in this context that 
the Tassan team came together in early 1937 and participated in the Junior League Mid 
Monaghan section. The team was managed by Francis Brennan, John Mulligan, Peter 
Flanagan and Frank Murphy. Paddy Morgan, Lisdrumgormely was also associated with the 
team. The fact that a small rural townland could pull together a football team and achieve 
success in a relatively short time was the stuff of ledgend when I was growing up, my only 
regret is that I did not find out more about the teams exploits when the team members were 
still alive. The Tassan team included my uncle Paddy Mc Nally, Tassan, grand uncle Packie 
Brennan, Latnakelly, and Owenie Woods Pullins, who married to my Aunt Elizabeth. 

The picture below shows the Tassan GAA team at its formation in 1937. 

 

Back: (Left to Right:):“Wee” Peter Brennan (boy), Peter Flanagan, James Carroll (waist 
coat), Owen Conlan, William Mc Cahey (Headband), Dinny Brennan, Francis Brennan 
(shadow and hat), Eddie Sweeney, Frank Murphy, Packie Brennan, Paddy Mc Nally, Seamus 
Clerkin 

Middle Row: (Left to Right):Eddie Donnelly,  Packie Sweeney, Pat Molloy, Paddy 
Mulligan, James Mc Ginn. 

Front Row: (Left to Right):Pat Mc Mahon, Seamus Mc Ginn, Peter Reneghan, Frank 
Flanagan, James Flanagan and Owen Woods. 



The Tassan team wore red jerseys and trained and played football in a local meadow field 
known as the “Boggan” owned by Peter Flanagan and located up the Tassan road from 
Tommy Conlan’s cottage and across the road from Owenie Morgan’s house. 

The following extracts were taken from match reports in the Northern Standard on games 
played between 1937 and 1941, the start of World War Two had a significant impact on what 
was reported in the local press, nevertheless, the reports give a flavour of the teams progress 
to the top of the Junior league in 1937 and 1938 along with the success in winning the Junior 
Championship, Dr. Ward Cup Final 1939, which was played on Sunday 21st April 1940.  
 

1937 
Northern Standard :Friday Mar 19th 1937 

Junior League (Mid) Table 

Tassan in 4th place having played 2 games 

P L P 
2 2 0 
 
Doohamlet and Ballybay ahead in Table. 

 

 
 
 

The first reference to the newly formed Tassan team was recorded the league table above in 
the Northern Standard of March 19th 1937. The first reported game and victory against 
Ballybay was reported in the Northern Standard on Friday 26th March 1937. By the 18th 
June 1937, Tassan had progressed to the top of the Mid - Monaghan Junior division with 9 
points on the table, two points ahead of Doohamlet. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Northern Standard extract Friday 2nd April 1937 

 

Northern Standard extract Friday 9th April 1937 

 



 
Northern Standard extract Friday 23rd April 1937 (Page 7) 

 



 
Northern Standard : extract Friday 23rd April 1937 

 

 

 

Northern Standard : extract Friday May 7th 1937 (Page 7) 

Junior League (Mid – Monaghan) 

P W D L P 

Castleblayney   3 3 0 0 6 
Tassan    4 3 0 1 6 

  Doohamlet      3   1   0   2   2 
  Ballybay      4   1   0   3   2 
 Latton     2  0  0  2  0 

 
Fixtures (for 9th May 1937), Doohamlet V Tassan at Doohamlet, referee Mr. E. Sweeney. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Northern Standard extract Friday 14th May 1937 
 

 

Northern Standard : extract Friday May 21st 1937 (Page 7) 

Doohamlet 0-6 Tassan 1-0 (Tassan Rovers) 

“Doohamlet O’Neills defeated the neighbouring team Tassan Rovers in the Junior fixture on 
the sheep walk last Sunday. Were it not for Beanie Keenan who got over 2 points in the 
opening half the contest was so even that it nearly ended scoreless.During the second moity 
Tassan goaled per Brennan and again pointing up frequently added 4 minors. Result: 
Doohamlet O’ Neills 6 points, Tassan Rovers 1 goal.” 

 

 

 



Northern Standard : extract Friday May  28th 1937 (Page 7 ) 

 

Northern Standard : extract Friday 18th June 1937 ( Page 7 ) 

By the mid June 1937 Tassan Rovers were on top of the league with nine points. 

 

 
 

 



Northern Standard :extract Friday Aug 6th 1937 (Page 7) 

Junior ( Ward Cup) 

22nd August 1937 Oram V Tassan Mr. P. Daly Referee 

 

 

1938 
Northern Standard :extract Friday Feb 25th 1938 (Page 7) 

Tassan v Cremartin in a pre-season friendly game in Tassan 

 

 

 

 

 



Northern Standard : extract Friday Mar 28th 1938 

Junior League Fixtures 

Tassan V Tullycorbett at Tassan Referee Mr. P. Treanor, match to be played on 3rd April 
1938 and return match on 10th April 1938. 

 

 

Northern Standard : extract Friday Apr 8th 1938 ( Page 7 ) 

 

Northern Standard : extract Friday Apr 15th 1938 ( Page 7 ) 

 

Northern Standard : extract Friday Apr  22nd 1938 

Junior League North 

“24th April Trough V Tassan at Trough Referee E. Sweeney return game May 1st 1938 
Tassan V Trough Referee Mr G. Mc Nally.” 

 



Northern Standard : extract Friday May  6th 1938 

 
 
 



 
 Tassan 3-3;     Cremartin 1-7. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

By May 1938 Tassan had regained top spot in the Monaghan Junior North League table. 

 

 

1939 

 
In 1939 the Second World War was started by Germany when they invaded Poland. Britain 
and France then declared war on Germany after Hitler had refused to abort the invasion. 
Ireland which was neutral depended  on supplies of coal and fuel from Britain. The main 
industry in Ireland was agriculture, many small farms in Tassan produced flax, potatoes, 
corn, vegetables and had an abundance of bog which provided fuel to neighbouring areas. 
The closeness of the border with Armagh also provided an opportunity to make an income 
from smuggling goods and supplies which were scarce on either side, this was always risky 
but the challenge of evading the Customs and making a few bob was attractive and fostered a 
sense of close community spirit and resiliance during difficult times. The outbreak of war 
disrupted the fixture list for football games, rationing of fuel made it difficult for players to 
get to games, scarcity of the day to day items lead to rationing of tea, sugar and other goods, 
the reporting on games was also impacted by a shortage of paper. Ireland remained neutral 
during the war and a state of emergency was declared  in 1939, which included censorship of 
the press and correspondence. The local paper focussed on events in Europe and on National 
issues with little emphasis being placed on sporting activities. 

 

 



Northern Standard : Friday Mar 17th 1939 

Junior Competition 

Oram V Tassan on March 19  Referee  Mr E.Sweeney 

Northern Standard : extract Friday Apr 26th 1939 Page 6 

 

 

Northern Standard :Friday April 28th 1939 

Fixtures - Junior 

Tassan V Carrickatee at Tassan  Referee Mr P. Mc Cluskey 

Northern Standard :Friday Oct 27th 1939 

Tassan V Blackhill on 12th November 1939 

 

 

 



 

 

1940 
Frankie Mullen who played for Tassan was known as the “Iron Man” from Derrynoose as 
the referees report below of 15th March 1940 suggests he had no fear of the opposition. 

 

 

Referees Report: 

 

Because of the outbreak of war the 1939 Junior football competitions were not completed 
until 1940. Tassan played Cremartin in the 1939, Dr. Ward Cup Semi-Final in their new 
pitch located in Annyalla at the end of March 1940. 

Northern Standard : extract Friday Mar 15th 1940 

  

The final score on 31st March 1940, was Tassan 1 – 3,  Cremartin 0 – 3, with Tassan 
progressing to the Dr. Ward Cup Final. 



Below is an extract report on the 1939 Dr. Ward Cup Final drawn game Sunday April 7th 
1940. It was probably due to the second world war and the  restriction censorship 
requirement for secrecy, that the names of players were ommited from the Northern Standard 
reports of the 1939 Dr. Ward Cup final.   
Northern Standard : extract Friday April 12th 1940 Page 1. 

 

Northern Standard: extract 19th April 1940 Page 3. 

 



Northern Standard : extract April 26th 1940 : Report on the 1939 Dr. Ward cup 
Final, Sunday 21st April, 1940 in Castleblayney   “TASSAN’S TRIUMPH” 

 



Following the Tassan team’s victory over Killanny there were great celebrations locally in 
Tassan when bonfires were lit at road junctions and the victory was celebrated in Peter 
Flanagan’s barn. A victory dance was arranged for St. Mary’s hall where there was a large 
attendance of support from all areas of the parish. The Dr. Ward Cup final triumph by 
Tassan was the pinacle of the teams success and instilled a sense of pride and achievement 
locally during the dark years of World War II. 

Northern Standard :Friday May 24th 1940 

Fixtures 

Tassan V Ballybay on 26th May 1940 

Northern Standard : extract Friday May 31st 1940, Page 6 

 

 



Northern Standard :Friday June 7th 1940 Page 4 

Tassan (H) V Latton 

Northern Standard :Friday Oct 25th 1940 Page 5 

Tassan V Ballybay on 10th Nov 1940 Referee Mr P. Murphy 

 

 

1941 
Northern Standard :Friday Jan 24th 1941 

 

 

 

Northern Standard : Friday Apr 11th 1941 

GAA Fixtures:  Blackhill V  Tassan, Referee Mr C. Fisher on 27th April 1941 

4th May 1941 Tassan V Cremartin Referee Mr. C. Fisher 

 

Northern Standard : Friday June 6th 1941 

“ANNYALLA SPORTS : BIG EVENT FOR SUNDAY NEXT” 

“The sports ground at Annyalla should attract a big crowd on Sunday next for the great 
evenings sport which is being provided there. 

The sports programme which will commence at 3pm is a varied and attractive one. An 
important GAA League match is down for decision between Tassan and the famed 
Donaghmoyne team” 

 



Northern Standard : Friday July 4th 1941 

“Notice Attention ! Reserve Sunday 3rd August for 

Football Match, Tassan V Castleblayney Junior League” 

  

Northern Standard : Friday Sept 5th 1941 

Monaghan County Committee GAA 

Fixtures 

“Dr Ward Cup Semi-Final 1940 

Tassan V Clones at Tassan on September 14th 1941” 

 

 

The Second World War had a major impact on the teams progress, local Local Defence 
Force (LDF) groups were established to defend the country in the event of an invasion by the 
Germans. The scarcity of resources and rationing had taken its toal on the community and by 
1943 the Tassan Rovers team was no longer functioning. With the ending of the war in 1945 
the Clontibret O’ Neills team was re- formed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE TASSAN TEAM RE-UNION 1977 

As the Tassan team had not received their medals for their success in winning the 1939 Ward 
Cup Final against Killanny on Sunday 21st April, 1940, in Castleblayney a decision was 
taken in early 1977, that a re-union of the team should be organised almost thirty seven years 
later to acknowledge the achievement and present the winning medals. The Northern 
Standard of  Friday 14th January 1977 showed the picture of the Tassan team with names as 
outlined on page one of this booklet, by this time a number of the team in the photograph had 
passed away (RIP), including Owen Conlon, Frank Murphy, Packie Sweeney, Pat Mc 
Mahon, Seamus Mc Ginn, Frank Flanagan and also other players and mentors not included 
in the photograph had passed on in the intervening years. 

Northern Standard : Friday 14th January 1977 

 



 

 



Northern Standard : Friday 15th April 1977 

 

Northern Standard : extract Friday 6th May 1977 

Pictured on Thursday night 28th April 1977 at a presentation in the Braeside 
Ballroom, Clontibret, Co. Monaghan are members of the Tassan Club who were 
presented with their medals and trophies for their victory in the 1939 Dr. Ward Inter-
Club Football Competition. 

Presentations  galore  at  Tassan  Re-union 
It was presentations galore in the Braeside Ballroom, Clontibret, on Thursday night 
last when members of the Tassan Team which won the Dr Ward Cup in 1939 were at 
last presented with their medals by Monaghan County Board G.A.A. 



It was also decided to present medals to all the Tassan players of that year and also plaques 
to committee members and a number of other people associated with this historic event. 

The medals were presented by the recently elected President of the Ulster Council G.A.A. 
Mr. Con Shortt N.T. a former Tassan player and also a recipient of a medal. 

Music for dancing was provided by the True Tones, Ballybay and selections were also given 
by the Lisnagrieve Pipe Band. A very capable Master of ceremonies was popular Ballybay 
schoolteacher Mr. Eamonn Fitzpatrick. 

One of the principal organisers of the function and another former Tassan player C.Q.M.S. 
Turlough Murray, Castleblayney Military Barracks welcomed Mr. And Mrs Shortt. Mr Peter 
Sherry, Chairman of Monaghan Co. Board and Mrs. Sherry. Mr Francie Mc Atavie, 
Secretary, Monaghan Co. Board and Mrs. Mc Actavie.He stated that there were apologies for 
inability to attend from Father Brendan Comiskey, Dublin and ex-secretary of the Tassan 
Club, Mr. Brian Brennan, Parliament Street, Kilkenny. 

 The following were present to receive their medals; Frankie Mullen (Captain), James 
Carroll, Owenie Woods, Packie Brennan, Peter Brennan, Dinny Brennan, Eddie Donnelly, 
Paddy Donnelly, Paddy Mulligan, Willie Mc Cahey, Owen Morgan, Pat Hughes, Pat 
Molloy, James Mc Ginn, P Slevin, Paddy Mc Nally (owner of Braeside), Turlough Murray, 
Con Shortt, Paddy Morgan, Peter Craven, James Flanagan. 

Medals for deceased or absent members were accepted on behalf of the following; L. 
Reneghan, G. Reneghan, M. Reneghan, Paddy Bennett, P. Reneghan, J. Sherry, Pat O 
Brennan, John Treanor, Francie Flanagan, Gerry Connolly, Seamus Clerkin, Owen Conlon, 
Seamus Mc Ginn, P. Sweeney, Pat Mc Mahon, F. Mulligan, Joe Beatty, Francie Maguire, 
Packie (“Yankee”) Mc Mahon, and Eugene Mullan. 

Mr.Fitzpatrick thanked Sean Mc Dermotts G.F.C. for having the Dr. Ward Cup on display to 
be presented to Frankie Mullen and he also welcomed the “Seans” representatives. 

In the 1939 final Tassan defeated Killanny and present at the function on behalf of the 
Killanny club were Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Dooley and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Thornton who 
were warmly welcomed by the MC. Mr. Fitzpatrick also thanked Mr. and Mrs. Mc Nally and 
staff of the Braeside, the Lisnagrieve Pipe Band; Mr. George Wallace and his catering staff; 
also the True Tones. 

GREAT  TASSAN  TEAM 

Mr. Shortt thanked all the organisers of the function and said that when he first heard of it he 
couldn’t believe that so many years had gone by. The Tassan team had been a continuation 
of the Clontibret team which had gone temporarily gone out of existence in 1936 and Tassan 
had come to the scene in 1937. He would like to put on record his pleasant memories of 
Tassan. They were a great team, had scored some splendid victories even one over 
Donaghmoyne who were then going great guns. He was sorry to see them going out in 1942 
but then came the upsurge of the great Clontibret O’ Neills. He was very proud and honoured 
to be a member of the Tassan team and as somebody had said to him at the Annual 



Convention of the Ulster Council, “If we had P.R.O.s like Turlough Murray, Brendan Smyth 
and Eamonn Fitzpatrick, the G.A.A. would be known all over the world”. When some of his 
pupils read about the re-union they said to him “those men must be getting on in years”. He 
was delighted to again meet the victorious captain, Frankie Mullen, and all his old 
colleagues. 

15 FINALS  –  FIRST MEDAL 

Mr. Fitzpatrick added a touch of humour to the pleasant proceedings when he stated that the 
captain of the 1939 team, Frankie Mullen, “has the most unusual distinction of playing in 15 
finals with 15 different teams but he has never got a medal until tonight”!  

Mr. Mullen thanked Monaghan Co. Board and all responsible for “getting our medals at the 
end of our days”. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick said that if anyone had been left out they would only be too glad to present 
them with medals or plaques. 

 

 

 



PRESENTATIONS 

Mr.Paddy McNally made a presentation of a beautiful trophy to Mr. Shortt and a gift of 
Carrickmacross lace to Mrs. Shortt. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick made a presentation of a replica of the Ward Cup to Mr. Paddy Mc. Nally 
inscribed “as a momento of the Tassan G.F.C. Reunion in the Braeside 1977”. 

Mr. Con Shortt made presentations to Mr. Turlough Murray and the press representative , 
Brendan Smyth. Mr. Murray made a presentation to Eamonn Fitzpatrick “for all the writing 
he has done”. 

  

Presentations were also made to Peter Woods, a member of a well known Clontibret G.A.A. 
family who played with the county teamin 1917, and to Mrs. Greta Smyth, who “washed the 
jerseys for the Tassan team” 

Plaques were also presented to the following: P.Flanagan, Francis Brennan, Frank Murphy, 
Rev. Father Mc Caffrey, Rev. Father Brendan Cumiskey, Rev. Fr.Mc Guigan, Rev. Fr 
McKearney, Brian Brennan, John Mulligan, Patrick Carragher, Eddie Sweeney, (referee), 
Pat Brennan, P. Connolly, Peter  A. Brennan and Joe Cumiskey. 

“BELATED  CONGRATS” 

Mr.Peter Sherry, Co. Board Chairman, extended “belated congratulations to Tassan on their 
1939 victory and he congratulated them on keeping the flag flying proudly in those years 
when times were difficult.”It was the best thing that ever happened that they did not then get 
their medals as “ it gave us all the wonderful opportunity of enjoying this magnificant night 
out”. He thanked Turlough Murray and all the other organisers. 

ONE  MINUTE’S  SILENCE 

One minute’s silence was observed during the function for the deceased members of the 
former Tassan team.  

SECRETARY  REMEMBERS 

The following letter was received from the ex-Secretary, Mr. Brian Brennan: 

“Dear Friends, 

It is with regrets that I express my disappointment of my inability to attend the Re-union and 
presentation social of medals to the members of the former Tassan football team but I would 
like to take this opportunity of wishing the former members of the team and committee every 
success on this nostalgic Re-union. My thanks to members who sought and acquired these 
medals after all these years and I feel sure the ex-players of the team will value them highly 
after such a long wait. My gratitude to Mr. Fitzpatrick for inviting me personally and 
Mr.Murray for his nice letter which I received this morning.My sympathy goes out to the 
families of the bereaved members of the club. 



In conclusion, I hope to be able to attend the special function for the former Tassan players 
and officials at a later date. 

Every success once again on your Re-union.  

Yours in spirit, Brian Brennan. (ex-Secretary)” 

It was reported by locals who attended the function on  28th April 1977, that one of the 
members of the team suggested that they be carried head height on the shoulders of 
supporters around the Braeside function room in celebration of the Teams success in finally 
getting their long over due medals. However, as the locals considered their own health and 
safety, given that the players had put on some weight over the intervening 37 years since the 
success, it was considered wise not to attempt to parade the players on the night.  

There are many stories of the Tassan Team and their exploits which have faded in to history, 
Con Shortt who was President of the Ulster Council played county football for Armagh and 
Monaghan, he introduced the deletion of the 'Ban on Foreign Games' at the annual GAA 
conference in Queens University Belfast in 1971. Before 1971, the G.A.A. had a ban on its 
members playing or attending commonly called “foreign games”, including soccer, rugby 
and hockey. This was known as ‘the exclusion rule’ or simply ‘The Ban’. The removal of the 
ban on foreign games provided an opportunity for all members of the community particularly 
in Northern Ireland to participate in G.A.A. games and attend other sports without being 
reprimanded or suspended. The Tassan team may have left the stage, but memories of the 
players and their achievements almost eighty years ago during World War II will always be 
remembered. Go ndéana Dia trócaire ar a n-anamacha. 

Footballer’s Prayer 

Give me o Lord a Footballers skill 
With strength of arm and speed of limb 

Unerring eye for the flying ball 
And courage to match them whatever befall 

May my aim be steady - my Kick be true 
My actions brave - my misses few 

And no matter what way the game may go 
May I part in friendship with every foe 
When the final whistle for me is blown 

And I stand at last at Gods Judgement Throne 
May the great Referee says when he calls my name... 

"You played like a man-You played the game" 
Amen 

 

References:- 

This brief history of the Tassan Team has been extracted primarily from records reported in 
the Northern Standard, “The Book of Clontibret” published by Brendan O’ Dufaigh in 1997 
and other sources. 


